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On the Funciton of the Line Change in the Sumerian Writing System
Masashi MINE
ABSTRACT
The writing systems of Sumerian and modern Japanese are similar in many aspects. The co-
use of logograms and phonograms is one of those common features. But if we take a closer 
look, we notice that there is an essential difference: Japanese uses Kanji as logograms and 
Hiragana/Katakana as phonograms while Sumerian uses the same cuneiform signs both as 
logograms and phonograms. This means that when we read Sumerian texts, we have to take
a moment to think if the sign is used as a logogram or a phonogram.
The author points out the possibility that the frequent line change (almost on the phrase 
basis) was helping to find out if the sign is logographic or phonographic.
